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NEWS 
from our Schools

Carrabassett Valley
Library/Community

Center Project
H.E. Callahan will be soliciting bids on the new
Library/Community Center. The following bid
packages will be issued: Concrete Foundation and
Slab on Grade Earthwork, Carpentry, Millwork,
Roofing, Sprinklers, Acoustical Ceilings, Drywall,
Painting, Flooring, Mechanical & Electrical.
Subcontractors will be required to have
Commercial General Liability Insurance as well as
Worker’s Compensation insurance. To be consid-
ered, please forward a letter of interest along with
proof of Insurance to:

jblanchard@hecallahan.com or
H.E. Callahan Construction

Attn: John Blanchard
P.O. Box 677

Auburn, Maine 04212-0677
Drawings will be available the week of

January 5th with bids due January 28th.

By Paula Roy
Special to the Irregular

PHILLIPS — During an assembly held
Friday at the Phillips Elementary School,
8th grader Briannah James was awarded a
savings bond for $100 and a cash prize of
$25 for her winning entry in the VFW’s
annual Patriot’s Pen essay contest.
Commander of the local James
McKechnie VFW Post #10881 Gordon
Webber and Service Officer Clyde
Penney were on hand to make the presen-
tation and commend James for her work.

Back in the fall, James entered the
VFW’s annual essay contest for middle
level students. The theme for Patriot’s
Pen 2008 was “Why America’s Veterans
Should Be Honored.” James’s entry
received first place for local VFW Post
10881, the James McKechnie Post, and
first place for District 5, which extends
from Newport to the Farmington area.

James’s essay recognized “the honor-
able, brave, patriotic veterans” as the
“courageous ones” to whom America’s
allegiance is owed. 

“If veterans will risk their lives, fight on
soils that seem so closely related to hell,

and do anything and
everything in their
power to protect this
indivisible nation,” she
wrote, “then it is our
duty to honor them.”

In conclusion, she
quoted John F.
Kennedy’s “wise
advice,” “As we
express our gratitude
we must not forget that
the highest apprecia-
tion is not to utter
words, but to live by
them.”

“No matter who they
are or where they
might be,” James
penned, “to them our
allegiance, our gratitude, our honor is for-
ever owed.”

In addition to the prizes awarded
Friday, James will receive a $200 savings
bond for the district prize when she and
her family attend the awards banquet in
January. This banquet honors award win-
ners from around the state, winners from

both the middle level Patriot’s Pen and
the high school Voice of Democracy com-
petitions. She will also find out at the
banquet whether or not her essay won
state honors.

James’s mother, Tarra Bernaiche, who
was present at the assembly, said her
daughter has been demonstrating a love

and a talent for writing since she was in
primary school. In fact, Friday’s award
was not her first. When James was 10 and
in 4th grade, she wrote a piece titled
“Night of the Stars,” which won her red
carpet treatment at a special event at her
Lewiston school.

VFW Post #10881 Commander Gordon Webber; 8th grade Patriot’s Pen winner Briannah James;
James’s mother, Tarra Bernaiche; and Service Officer Clyde Penney, pose after the eighth grader
was honored for her winning essay. 

Phillips 8th grader 
wins Patriot’s Pen

Festive carols fill the air
Kingfield Elementary students in grades 1-4 perform their annual Christmas songs and dance at Tranten’s
Family Market last month. Music director and school principal Brenda Stevens guided the young group in a
stunning performance. 

(David Hart photo)

Gordon on dean’s list
NEWTON, Mass. — Emily Gordon of Kingfield has

been named to the dean’s list highest honors for the first
semester at Mount Ida College.

A freshman in the funeral service major at Mount Ida
College, Gordon is a 2008 graduate of Mt. Abram High
School and is the daughter of Wade and Ann Gordon of
Kingfield.


